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Agenda

« Welcome, Introductions, Aims and Objectives
« Understanding the Specification

Introducing the Assessment

« Teaching the Specification Understanding Assessment Objectives
« Understanding different types of questions

« Understanding the mark scheme

« Marking Exercise

« Exam Insights May/June 2024

Support, resources and final questions
Finish
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Aims and Objectives

« identify how the qualifications are devised and fundamental documentation

« review the content of the qualification

« explore how to plan the course and/or lessons

« understand the assessment of the qualification and how to prepare students

« Understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification.

« Understand the question types for the qualification

« Understand the mark schemes for the qualification

 Practise using the mark schemes using exemplar student work

« Explore areas of strength and weakness from previous exam series insight

« Learn about the support provided by Pearson around assessment and exemplars
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Getting to know you

« Did you teach the previous specification?

* Areyouan NQT?

« What do you find most challenging teaching the specification?
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Welcome to Pearson
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Welcome to Pearson Edexcel
@Pearson

/ Edexcel N\

Trusted and recognized
qualifications partner to
6,500 schools, colleges
and employers globally

« We are the world's leading learning company and
as the UK’s largest awarding organisation, best
placed to provide qualifications aligned to the
British educational system.

We mark over 10
million exam scripts
on behalf of the UK
Department for
Education each year

« Our international heritage stretches back over 150
years.

« Today, we partner with schools, universities and
employers worldwide, offering world-class, globally-
recognised qualifications to over 3.5 million

We operate in 70
students a year.

countries vvorldvvide/
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Understanding the

Specification
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Important documents

On the Pearson site are a number of essential and helpful documents:

The Specification

SAMs

Past Examination Papers

Principal Examiner Reports

Teaching and Learning Materials

You can find these here;

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-

and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-islamic-studies-2017.html
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Notable features

« No demand for candidates to be able to read or translate texts in Arabic

« New format to the questions

« New Section on Living the Muslim Life

« Demand for evaluation skills in the longer d) questions

* Requirement to integrate an understanding of the assigned text to d) question

dNsSwWers
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Specification - 3 Sections

Section A

The life teachings and achievements of the Prophet Muhammad

Section B

The key beliefs, practices and features of the early Muslim community founded by the
Prophet

Section C
Living the Muslim life today
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Specification - Section A

The life teachings and achievements of the Prophet Muhammad

Students need to know:

e Historical facts about the life and achievements of Muhammad

« The significance of his life and achievements in the development of Islam
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Specification - Section B

The key beliefs, practices and features of the early Muslim community founded by the
Prophet

Students need to know:
 Historical facts about the beliefs and practices of the early Muslim community

 Significance of these beliefs and practices in the development of Islam
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Specification - Section C

Living the Muslim life today

Students need to know:

« How Muslims express their religion in their day to day lives

« Understand the obligations Islam places on Muslims today
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Specification Activity

Take 10 minutes to look at the Specification, which can be found in your delegate
packs. Focus on looking at pages 9-15 which lays out the detailed content.

If you are unclear about any aspect of what you read there, then make a note of your
query. If the trainer can answer the question they will try to do so. If not, the
questions will be sent to the Principal Examiner, and their reply will be forwarded to
all delegates,
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Introducing the

Assessment
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Demands of the Question Paper: How the
exam is constructed 1

« There is just one paper, with a time allocation of 2 hours and 30 minutes.

« In Sections A and B there is a choice to answer either all four parts of the first
option question or of the second.

« Thereis no choice in Section C - all four parts of both questions must be
answered.
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Demands of the Question Paper: How the
exam is constructed 2

« Questions are in four parts a) b) ¢) and d).

» They each assess one or more of the Assessment Objectives.

« All four parts of the question chosen must be answered.
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Demands of the Question Paper: How the Mark
Scheme works

« There are two types of marking models - points based for a) and b) questions, and
levels based for ¢) and d) questions,

« In points-based marking, a mark is awarded for each correct response up to the
maximum allowed per question

» Inlevels based marking a ‘best fit" approach is used.

« This means that candidates can sometimes access the higher levels without
meeting all the requirements in the Levels provided they show significant ability in
meeting other demands.
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Teaching the

Specification
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Teaching to the Specification: Content

« There are no greater demands from one section to another. So, from one point of
view the specification can be taught in an any order.

« Each section requires the same skills, such as knowledge and understanding, ability
to evaluate ideas, to apply the set text and so forth.

« But it could be said that knowledge and understanding of the Prophet and the
early Muslim community is a good basis for reflecting on living the Muslim life.
Perhaps they should be taught first.
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Teaching to the Specification: Knowledge and
Understanding

*Knowledge and understanding questions can only be asked about what is specifically
referred to in the Specification.

*There is no need to teach beyond the Specification to be able to answer all
questions.

*For example, 1.8 refers to the battles fought by the Prophet. 4 battles are named. No
question can be asked specifically about a battle that is not named.

«Questions can be asked about the importance of battles in general.
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Teaching to the Specification: Evaluation Skills

« Evaluation in this Specification involves showing an ability to discuss a question
from more than one point of view.

« One way to develop this skill is through discussion and debate. Consider ‘sawm’ for
example. Some students could be asked to explain the purpose and benefits of
fasting, others could be asked to explain the challenges and where fasting might
not be appropriate. This could lead to a debate/discussion.

« Then all the students could be asked to write a short essay that considers the topic
from both perspectives
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Teaching the Specification: Linked texts 1

« Each topic on the Spec has a text linked to it, either from the Qur'an or from
Hadith.

« If a part d) guestion is asked on a topic, the question will include that text in Arabic
and English. To access the higher marks, candidates will be expected in integrate
an understanding of the significance of that text into part of their answer

« They can also refer to other texts they believe are relevant, and these will be
credited where appropriate
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Teaching the Specification: Linked texts 2

This skill requires practice at linking the text to the topic.

*In class select one of the topics in the Specification - no need to frame a question at
this stage

*Make sure students have the assigned text in front of them

*Discuss how the text helps in an understanding of the topic, and they can make brief
notes during the discussion

*Then ask them to write a paragraph incorporating those ideas into an explanation of
the topic.
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Teaching the Specification: Linked texts 3

Here is an example of what is meant by using a linked text. In a question on the
revelation of the Qur'an to the Prophet Muhammad they might add something like
this to their answer.

In the assigned text it says that ‘the Night of Decree is better than a thousand months’.
This explains that Muslims have no doubt of the central importance of the Quran in their
lives - it s the principal source of instruction about what Muslims believe and how they
should behave. The text goes on to speak of peace.

This can be understood to mean that it is by honouring the Quran that Muslims can
achieve peace in their hears and in their lives.
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Assessment

Objectives
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Islamic Studies Assessment Objectives

Assessment objectives and weightings

% in
International
GCSE

AO1 Recall, select and communicate knowledge and
understanding of relevant facts from the faith and history I3*
of Islam

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of key concepts and themes in 40
relation to the faith, history and teachings of Islam

AO3 Analyse and interpret key questions and issues and their
significance in the teachings of Islam and the lives of 27
Muslims

*A total of 10 marks will assess recall of knowledge.
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Assessment Objective 1

AQO1: Recall, select and communicate knowledge and understanding of relevant facts
from the faith and history of Islam

« This Assessment Objective is assessed primarily in a) and b) questions.

« Part a) questions call simply for the recall of relevant facts.

« Part b) questions also require factual recall. But they also ask for development of the
factual information, and in developing it candidates will demonstrate that they also
understand how that information responds to the question.

« AO1 is also assessed in part ¢) questions in that correct understanding is underpinned
by correct knowledge
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Assessment Objective 2

« AQO2: Demonstrate understanding of key concepts and themes in relation to the
faith, history and teachings of Islam

« This Assessment Objective is assessed in ¢) and d) questions

* In part ¢) questions the primary demand is that candidates show they understand
the significance of the aspect of history, belief or practice in question.

« In part d) guestions there is this same requirement (without which it would be
impossible to frame an answer to the question. But there is also the requirement
to respond to AO3
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Assessment Objective 3

AQO3: Analyse and interpret key questions and issues and their significance in the
teachings of Islam and the lives of Muslims

« This Assessment Objective is assessed only in d) questions

« d) questions will always have a discussive element to them. This is the meaning of the
command term ‘Assess”

« (Candidates will demonstrate a greater understanding of the issue raised by showing how
it can be interpreted from more than one perspective.

« This does NOT mean that candidates must be willing to deny some aspect of Muslim
belief. No question will be set that demands that kind of response.
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Style of Questions
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Format of the Exam

« Three Sections corresponding to the three sections in the Specification.

« Each question has 4 parts, a) b) ¢) & d) - each style of question having a different
set of demands.

« Sections A and B have two questions each, candidates must answer one in each
section.

« Section C has two questions, both of which must be answered.
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Part a) questions

« There are two types of part a) question. In Sections A and B they are worth 2 marks
each, in Section C just one mark each.

» In Sections A and B two pieces of factual information are required for each
question. In Section C it is just one piece of information for each question.

« Otherwise the demand is exactly the same. The command word is either ‘Identify
or ‘Give’ This distinction relates solely to the sentence structure. The demand is the
same.

« Asingle sentence, sometimes as little as a single word, is sufficient to gain the
mark.
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Part b) questions

« Part b) questions are identical across all sections of the exam paper, and are
always worth 3 marks. The command word is ‘Describe’.

« Answers are ‘points’ marked, so to access all three possible marks answers need to
have three elements to them:

» A statement of factual information
« Two extra sentences or phrases that develop that piece of information

 This shape to the answer is important, adding two layers of development -
candidates will not gain three marks for three separate statements of factual
information.
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Part ¢) questions

« Part ¢) questions are identical across all sections of the exam paper, and are always
worth 6 marks. The command word is ‘Explain’.

» Alevels-based marks scheme is used, and the answer will be give the level (and the
mark within the level) that best fits how well it meets the various requirements
outlined.

« Explain questions require the candidate to give reasons why some aspect of
Muslim history, faith or practice is important.

« 6 marks out of a total of 90 suggests that candidates might allocate approximately
10 minutes to each of the part ¢) questions. Full answers in the past have tended to
be between 150-200 words in length.
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Part d) guestions

Part d) questions are identical across all sections of the exam paper, and are
always worth 12 marks. The command word is ‘Assess’

« The question will always contain an assertion about an aspect of Muslim history,
faith or practice. The question asks the candidate to assess how true that
statement is.

« Alevels-based marks scheme is used, and the answer will be given the level (and
the mark within the level) that best fits how well it meets the various requirements
outlined.

« 12 marks out of a total of 90 suggests that candidates might allocate
approximately 20 minutes to each of the part ¢) questions. Full answers in the past
have tended to be between 200-300 words in length.
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Part d) questions: requirements to be met

To access the full range of marks for part d) questions candidates must:

« Provide an argument, with reasons and evidence, why Muslims may agree with the
assertion in the question

« Provide an argument, with reasons and evidence, why some Muslims might have a
different perspective on the assertion

« Use the assigned text from the Qur'an or Hadith, showing how it supports one
point of view or the other. Other sources of wisdom may also be employed.

« A conclusion is not essential, but may help the candidate explain which they think is
the strongest side of the discussion.
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Mark Schemes
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How mark schemes work

« Mark schemes have two key elements:
« The core element, which explains where and how many marks can be awarded

 Indicative content, which is just a guide to markers about the kinds of answers they
might expect. This is not exhaustive - markers are expected to reward all correct
answers Often Mark Schemes are updated by the Principal Examiner in light of the
answers candidates actually give.

« Mark Schemes are either points-based or levels-based.
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Part a) Mark Scheme

Outline two teachings of the Prophet about respect for mothers

Question Answer Mark
number
1(a) AO1 2 marks

Award 1 mark for each teaching identified, up to a maximum of
2 marks.

¢ Paradise lies at the feet of your mother (1)
e Mothers are most worthy of good companionship (1)

¢ Kindness to one’s mother is more important than kindness to
one’s father (1)

Accept any other appropriate response.

(2)
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Part b) Mark Scheme

Describe the features of the payment of Zakah by Muslims.

Question | Answer Mark
number
6(b) AO1 3 marks

Award 1 mark for initial point and a further 2 marks for
development that shows understanding, up to a maximum of
3 marks.

e Zakah is giving to those in need (1), it is a kind of religious tax
(1), a moral obligation rather than an act of charity (1)

* Muslims should donate at least 2.5% of their wealth each year
(1), this makes them conscious of how Allah has been good to
them (1), recognising that those who can afford it should help
the less fortunate (1).

Accept any other appropriate response.

(3)
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Part ¢ ) Mark Scheme: Indicative content

Explain the importance for Muslims of the belief that Allah is merciful.

Question | Indicative content
number
4(c) AO1 (3 marks)/AO02 (3 marks)

» Allah understands the weakness of human beings and that they will make
mistakes and sin from time to time (AO1). Allah’s understanding of human
weakness means that He will have mercy on those who stray, and that
gives human beings the strength to continue to try to be good and faithful
(AO2).

s The Quran clearly teaches that Allah is willing to forgive even very serious
offences, provided a sinner is clearly sorry and asks forgiveness (AO1). The
Prophet’s many examples of forgiveness in his life are understood by
Muslims as a reflection of the forgiveness shown by Allah, so they can have
confidence in Allah’s forgiveness and live their faith in joy (AO2).

 Muslims believe in the reality of heaven (Jannah) as a place of reward for
those who repent (AO1). The existence of Jannah indicates that Allah has
anticipated that people repent, and has already prepared a special place so
that they can enjoy the reward of repentance, which gives Muslims hope
for the future (AO2).

— = —
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Part ¢ ) Mark Scheme: Levels

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-2 « Limited use of facts, some of which may be inaccurate or

irrelevant. (AO1)

¢ Understanding addresses a narrow range of concepts/themes
which lack detail and are not developed. (AO2)

Level 2 3-4 ¢ Good use of facts, which are mostly accurate and relevant.
(AO1)

¢ Understanding addresses a range of concepts/themes, some of
which are not fully detailed and/or developed. (AO2)

Level 3 5-6 « Excellent use of facts, which are accurate and relevant. (AO1)

¢ Understanding addresses a broad range of concepts/themes,
which are detailed and fully developed. (AO2)
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Assess the importance to Muslims of the belief in Muhammad (pbuh) as the ‘Seal of

Part d ) Mark Scheme: Indicative content

the Prophets.
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Question
number

Indicative content

1(d)

AO2 (6 marks)/AO3 (6 marks)

e The title signifies that Muhammad is the last of the line of prophets and
that no further prophets will come after him. (AO2) Because Muhammad is
the final prophet, Muslims should consider the Qur‘an, supported by the
Sunnah of the Prophet, to be the perfect and unchangeable revelation of
Allah. As it says in Surah 33, Allah’s knowledge is total and perfect, *he has
full knowledge of all things’ (AO3).

e Through the title, the prophecy of Muhammad is held to be supreme and
supersedes the prophecies of those who went before him. Surah 33 makes
it clear that Muhammad is the messenger sent by Allah Himself (AO2).
Because of the status given to the Prophet by Allah, Muslims should look to
the example of the Prophet’s life to give them an example of how they
should behave, confident that this will gain reward from Allah (AO3).

e It is indicated in the Qur‘an that his life and his interpretation of the Qur‘an
carries authority (AO2). The title is a contrast to the beliefs of other
religions, such as that a Messiah is needed to save people from their sins.
The title does not confer divine status and Muslims believe that it is only by
their own behaviour that they can expect to achieve Jannah, not because
someone else has saved them. This is supported by Surah 33, which shows
that it was Allah Himself who conferred the title on Muhammad (AO3).
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Part d ) Mark Scheme
Levels

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-4 + Limited understanding of concepts/themes, leading to an

unbalanced argument. (AO2)

+ Limited use of the text provided to support argument. (AO2)

s+ No application of own/others’ views to consider
questions/issues. (AO3)

+ Interpretation of information will be basic, with no analysis of
issues. (AO3)

Level 2 5-8 ¢« Good understanding of concepts/themes, leading to a
partially-balanced argument. (AO2)

¢ Good use of the text provided to support argument. (AO2)

« Some application of own/others’ views to consider
questions/issues. (AO3)

¢ Interpretation of information will be good, with mostly relevant
analysis of issues. (AO3)

Level 3 9-12 + Excellent understanding of concepts/themes, leading to a
balanced argument. (AO2)

+ Excellent use of the text provided to support argument. (AO2)

+« Thorough application of own/others’ views to consider
questions/issues. (AO3)

+ Interpretation of information will be excellent, with thorough
analysis of issues. (AO3)
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Let's have a g0
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Part a) Question

« Remember these are points based.

« 1 mark for each correct answer

« These are answers to the question:

« Qutline two teachings of the Prophet about respect for mothers (2 marks)
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Part a) Question
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Part a) questions: True marks

Example 1 received no marks

Example 2 received 1 out of a possible two marks.

Copyright © 2024 by Pearson Education, Inc.
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program. You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be i or further distril without

All rights reserved.



Part b) question

Remember these are points based.

1 mark for a correct piece of factual information, and then up to two
extra marks for development of that answer.

These are answers to the following question:

Describe how the conversion of Umar helped the early Islamic community (3 marks)
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Part b) question

Exemplar 1
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Part b) question

Exemplar 2

o bvf«arcg Urni
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Part b) question: True marks

Example 1 receives the full three out of three.

Example 2 received two out of three marks
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Part ¢) question

Remember these are levels based. Decide which level is appropriate, and then award

a mark within the level.

Explain why performing Hajj is important for many Muslims. (6 marks)

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-2 + Limited use of facts, some of which may be inaccurate or
irrelevant. (AO1)
« Understanding addresses a narrow range of concepts/themes
which lack detail and are not developed. (AO2)
Level 2 3-4 « Good use of facts, which are mostly accurate and relevant.
(AO1)
+« Understanding addresses a range of concepts/themes, some of
which are not fully detailed and/or developed. (AO2)
Level 3 5-6 + Excellent use of facts, which are accurate and relevant. (AO1)

Understanding addresses a broad range of concepts/themes,
which are detailed and fully developed. (AO2)
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Part ¢) question

Exemplar 1

STV Y/ S ~ PR (L - YN < ,9¢¢J+ahqjv1
ﬂey SR T B TR P ol N ¥ 5 S~ Y sl - S
i@ RS OF.... PSletr.. ThE.  _00ly. . .

e VREEOD . P kA SLILD o SOAGS o RO KXo N—

’

o hejj. o is. [ F. . The$Y . censt.  aFFord.

.......... TTOfa?"e;fZ:K,Tn/?Qijour
dman  dua. . will... be..... accepted. .. ...
andvmvw:’/(ée.t‘roa‘/@”

OFprff"’1$¢ N

Copyright © 2024 by Pearson Education, Inc.
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, i ing, ing, or ise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

ials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program. You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and

All rights reserved.

may not be

rrrrrrrrrr

55

without permissi




. fw}lcnqm»u)fmspn&tmf.s“@ all his sins arcﬁa@ivrn
Part ¢) qUestion  Huan he hod badone, the prophet sad Mot abber
c\objﬂgﬁboubfiomcL"\tc.ahnwbornbmllmlzj !

e "\3 N u\’hcm% _o\Nox of \s_\_.qm _andso mushim_are
Qv?%u”fu“vjuﬁf v o of oot

hardd‘ﬂlpdnuga%rog\nw bfnp(’rgrmsﬁqu}mqlw&ouh
Woonk. Whah for wwent you L..g.yc fanel ....s..e....g.L..o.........a.\»a.g;..,ﬂm .
H\CAQQSQLJVQ'SPW‘A’D‘”\S me:km\ojdouolomORGOOJej
mpmamdmmc. Sonnah _on c].ﬂmcosl-u"'j S

-HCO!J dljo }7;[’9,, 30\; iLo ol’/f)an/«'/u}/ tlULajeQ.hWﬂn/—

Alah 'nclS ﬂr'wm ou L
) pecavse Some peeo / }'la e
LfS.f qu wka# ngul‘\aV/ / ~ )

without permissi




Part ¢) question: True marks

Example 1 was assessed as Level 2 - 3 marks

Example 2 was Level 3 - 5 marks
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Part d) question: Levels based marking again

It is important for all Muslims to obey the laws in the Shariah. Assess this statement .
(12)

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-4 « Limited understanding of concepts/themes, leading to an

unbalanced argument. (AO2)

* Limited use of the text provided to support argument. (AO2)

« No application of own/others’ views to consider
questions/issues. (AO3)

« Interpretation of information will be basic, with no analysis of
issues. (AO3)

Level 2 5-8 +« Good understanding of concepts/themes, leading to a
partially-balanced argument. (AO2)

* Good use of the text provided to support argument. (AO02)

« Some application of own/others’ views to consider
questions/issues. (AO3)

« Interpretation of information will be good, with mostly relevant
analysis of issues. (AO3)

Level 3 9-12 « Excellent understanding of concepts/themes, leading to a
balanced argument. (AO2)

* Excellent use of the text provided to support argument. (AO2)

« Thorough application of own/others’ views to consider
questions/issues. (AO3)

« Interpretation of information will be excellent, with thorough
analysis of issues. (AO3)
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Part d) question: True marks

Example 1 was awarded Level 1 - 3 marks

Example 2 was awarded Level 2 - 6 marks
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Part d) question: Level 3

There is one on the delegate pack, with comments, for you to compare with the ones
you have seen today
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AIMS

To provide feedback on candidate performance in the 2024 exam.
Looking at how candidates performed with the various question types
Looking at how they performed on some specific questions

» those on which they did well

« those they found more of a challenge

Provide some advice on how to help candidates perform to their full ability.
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Unpacking each type
of question

Cc&d
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Answering the a) questions

The a) questions always and solely address Assessment Objective 1, and look for simple,
factual knowledge. The marks can often be gained with a short phrase, or even a single
word.

Candidates rarely make a mistake in understanding the question, and in 2024 (as in previous
years) the few marks that were lost were due to a lack of, or mistaken, relevant knowledge.

A few candidates did give just one response in Section A and Section B questions, even
though the question requires two responses.

Let's look at a couple of examples.
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Answering the a) questions

Here there is an example of simple misunderstanding.
Ali Talib's father Abu Talib helped to raise Muhammad (pbuh) .

Ali Talib did not, but he did help to protect the Prophet. Only the second part of this
answer is creditworthy and so would gain just one mark.

2 (a) Identify two ways Ali Ibn Talib supported Muhammad (pbuh).
(2)

ﬂhlbanb(‘aAmmpmpl&k(Ph%)anal6°~ppor"fdhnmi-manuo.u-a ..............................
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Answering the a) questions

Here there is an example of a candidate providing just one response, when two are needed
for full marks.

In effect this says that Ali supported Muhammad (pbuh) by protecting the early Islamic
community.

This is a correct answer, but worth only one of the two marks available.

-

2 (a) Identify two ways Ali Ibn Talib supported Muhammad (pbuh).
(2)

Ali  \bn  Tedib ovi ded Shensth === and

potection B e ety llewic | communily
itk bgped Pk Mubawswrad (-
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Answering the b) questions

On this Paper the b) questions ask candidates to provide a relevant and accurate
piece of information, and then to develop that specific response, with up to 2 further
marks available for that development.

Some candidates do make a mistake in the way that they answer b) questions, by
giving a series of distinct responses.

On b) guestions, the marks do not accumulate on the basis of giving further separate
responses.

Let us look at a couple of examples to illustrate.
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Answering the b) questions

(b) Describe the challenges faced by Islamic leaders in the modern world.

(3)

o AN AN VO CRUNLA ™o e e
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Answering the b) questions

In that example of quite a brief answer, the candidate provides all the elements required for
all three marks.

The challenge is identified as the fact that Muslim beliefs do not align with those of other
countries. This gains the first mark for identifying a correct challenge.

This is developed by saying that this means Muslim countries may be perceived differently
(gaining the first development mark).

It is then further developed with the idea that they may be treated as backward societies
(gaining the second development mark).
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Answering the b) questions

(b) Describe what the Injil teaches according to the Qur'an.

Bl
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Answering the b) questions

In this response, the candidate gives three separate answers
Belief in Tawhid, in the Day of Judgment and in the importance of love for each other.

These are correct answers, but because they are providing three quite different
teachings, they do not provide any development.

This is, therefore, a one mark answer.
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Answering the ¢) questions

With ¢) questions (and d) questions as we will see later), marks are awarded on the basis of
a series of Levels, each with an increasing demand in terms of the skills required.

The increasing requirement to progress through the levels focuses on two specific demands

1. Answers that have a broader range of facts, and are more accurate, gain higher marks
2. Answers also need to show a developed understanding to gain marks in the higher levels

Candidates who scored less well in ¢) questions, tended to give more narrative answers,
with a reliance on description, without demonstrating a more complete understanding of
the issue raised by the question.

We can look at some examples to illustrate.
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Answering the ¢) questions
Example 1

(c) Explain the importance of the Prophet’s relationship with his wives and children.
(6)
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Answering the ¢) questions

To gain Level 3,which could be 5 or 6 marks, the answer must show

‘Understanding (that) addresses a broad range of concepts/themes, which are detailed and fully
developed.

When we ook closely at this response, we can see that there is indeed understanding and a series
of different themes are addressed.

However, we also see that the answer is quite descriptive, such as in the story about the slipper.
Whilst there is a progress in meeting the first requirement (for a broad range of relevant facts),
the answer does not demonstrate a fully developed understanding of why the Prophet's
relationships with his wife and children are important.

This focus on a mainly descriptive response would limit the marks available for this answer to level
2, and a maximum of 4 marks.
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Answering the ¢) questions
Example 2

(c) Explain the importance of the Prophet’s relationship with his wives and children.
(6}
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Answering the ¢) questions

In this example of an answer to the same question, we can see how the candidate focuses on both
requirements to move into Level 3.

There is the same relevant range of facts.

But there is an attempt to demonstrate a developed understanding of why these details are
important

For example, the candidate writes about moral example, and the influence on others, including the
way Islam might be perceived by non-believers. They go on to talk about how this could help create a
legal framework, that could include the rights of women and children.

This developed understanding would allow this response to gain marks in Level 3
764
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Answering the d) questions

Candidates who do less well (and have their marks capped at Level 2)

May fail to make use of the assigned text

May not consider arguments that take a view other than the one expressed in the

question

We can look at passages from answers to d) questions to illustrate.
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Answering the d)

questions

Question 6d) asked candidates to respond to the view that all Muslims should fast

during Ramadan.

In this following examples over the next few slides, look out for two examples of what

is required to achieve the higher Levels in d) questions:

« Development
« An alternative point of view
« Use of the assigned text.
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Answering the d) questions
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Answering the d) questions

This is the entire response arguing for the idea that all Muslims should fast during Ramadan

The argument focuses almost entirely on the issue of obligation and prescription, and is quite
repetitive.

Consider how the argument needed to be developed to gain higher marks.
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Answering the d) questions

Here is an extract from a fuller answer and illustrates an attempt to look at another argument
in favour of the suggestion, and to develop it.

This kind of developed point of view is what is required to access marks in the higher Levels.

The argument is that, beyond the issue of obligation, fasting is a way of getting closer to Allah,
there is a quote from the Quran to support that point of view, and then develops the idea by
saying that fasting is a source of spiritual strength for Muslims.
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Answering the d)vquestions
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Answering the d) questions

You will have spotted two further important elements here

1. The candidate is putting forward another point of view - that there are circumstances in
which fasting would not be appropriate, such as when someone is ll.

2. Thisis also where they take the opportunity to use the prescribed text. They don't have
to try to use all of it, of course, just a part of it to illustrate their answer - that it is not the
intention of Allah to expose people to serious hardship or risk.

With development, with an alternative point of view, and with use of the text, the candidate is
able to access all the marks available, though of course the final mark depends on the overall
quality of the answer.
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A look at some

Specific questions
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Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they provided

Questions candidates found more straightforward

Questions that focus on events in Islamic history
Questions that ask about well-known teachings from the Qur'an and the Prophet

Questions that ask about the lived experience of the candidates.
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Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they provided

Questions candidates found more straightforward

Some examples:

« Describe the events of the Battle of Khyber

« Explain the importance of the inner jihad in the lives of Muslims
« Explain the importance of Islamic festivals for Muslims

« All Muslims should fast during Ramadan
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Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they providead

(b) Describe the events of the battle of Khyber.
(3)

~The . Bote . of. Khgber ook Place I 629 C.E. AFkxihe .

- Horred. (ongifing... aquingk. . Ts\om.and....planned do il
M\)‘r\uﬂm&d@a\x}\)Tﬁe,\’royhﬁ(,pbuh)dched-fo{waﬁ
cend e ey Sinistex. PMANS:  He  arvived  with. his. companio
000 M.ns“m....be.\igxus._..:io.,..,..,%%m_“__%r.ha.,..f}cms..__.__.wm_._....w.e.m...,.,li.v.in_.
n S’Wo(\% fortified fovts . After m?axr'xﬂa the forts one
by one, they achieved Vidory. Tey Gved an GBVeemm
deo kY e Taws seitle near\? as Iong as -Hn@j \ive
PQQQQP\J\\\{\, Jave \zya tax, an ave Wal€ of theiv evop
yelds 4o the Mwslims. TiS battle  allowed  Telam

Yo epand  outside:  of  Madina.

89

t be i or further distri without permissi




Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they providead

(c) Explain the importance of Islamic festivals for Muslims.
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Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they provided

Questions candidates found more challenging

« Questions that require an awareness of the situation of Muslims in the wider
society

« Questions that go beyond knowledge of teachings to an understanding of some of
the underlying principles behind those teachings

« Questions that focus on a broader discussion of aspects of Muslim belief.
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Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they provided

Questions candidates found more challenging

Some examples

« Describe the challenges faced by Muslim leaders in the modern world
« Explain the importance of giyas to Shari'ah Law
« Being merciful and just are the most important attributes of Allah. Discuss.
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challenge they providead

{(c) Explain the importance of giyas to Shari‘ah Law.
(6)
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Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they providead

(c) Explain the importance of giyas to Shari'ah Law.

(6)
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Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they providead
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Specific questions in 2024 and the range of
challenge they providead
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Summing -up & Conclusions

We have looked at this year's performance from two different angles

1. We looked at the different question types, and the challenges of each

2. We looked at some specific questions - some, where candidates did well, and
others where a number of candidates seemed less well prepared for how to
respond.

It will be useful to summarise the key points and offer some advice.
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Summing -up & Conclusions

Important conclusions from the question types:

It is important to remind students that b) questions ask for just one response, and that
further marks are only available when that specific response is developed.

On ¢) questions, whilst factual knowledge is very important in terms of illustrating an
answer, it is the ability to explain the significance or importance of the matter that will take
the answer into the higher levels of marks

On d) questions, for higher level marks, there must be a discussion, a comparison of
different points of view, and also an attempt to make use of the assigned text.
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Summing -up & Conclusions

Important conclusions from specific questions

Knowledge is a very important aspect of the skills required on this Paper.

For some of the more complex topics, for example predestination and qgiyas, it is
necessary to prepare candidates by helping them develop a deeper understanding of
some of the complexities in the subject.

Candidates must be encouraged to engage in discussion. If this takes place in the
classroom, they are more likely to be willing to do it when taking the exam.

In the example of the attributes of Allah, discussing reasons why different attributes
might claim importance does not need to involve questioning essential Muslim
beliefs.
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